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-A worid that is in many 
ways more complex than 
previous American chief ex- 
ecutives ever faced will con- 
front Gerald Ford— as Presi- 
dent, and, automatically. i!5ie 
leader of the West. 

" The world knows very lit- 
tle of Ford, less than of any 
President since Harry S. 
Truman, but no time is al- 
lotted for on-the-job learn- 
ing. 

He had inherited an era of 
negotiation from President 
Nixon,. in place of an era of 
confrontation, but the divid- 
ing line between the two is 
by no means as uncrossable 
as the Nixon administr ation 
intended. The “structure of 
peace” is still more a sketch 
an edifice, even though 
.--- -.Zo- — constant crisis 
ufis oesu notable blunted. 

As President, Ford must 
begin immediately to grap- 
ple with relationships with 
the- Soviet Union and with 
China that are still in a hazy, 
transitional stage. 

In the Middle East an ex- 
plosive Arab-Israeli war has 
been dampened with consid- 


erable American initiative, 
ens to burst into flame with- 
but that conflict still threat- 
out the application of con- 
stant,. effective diplomacy. 

The world energy supply- 
price squeeze, accelerated 
by the Middle Est war, has 
escalated into a global eco- 
nomic crisis for all the na- 
tions of the world, threaten- 
ing to bankrupt many of 
them with unprecedented 
economic burdens. 

Relations among Western 
allies, severely strained dur- 
ing the ill-fated “year of Eu- 
rope,” have been patched up 
considerably in recent - 
weeks, but interlocking mili- 
tary-policitical-economic dif- 
ferences remain. 

Dozens of other problems 
are scattered across the in- 
ternational horizon, from 
potential shift of U.S. policy 
toward Cuba to the continu- 
ing risk of widened warfare 
in Vietnam where American 
support remains heavily in- 
vested even though the 
troops are out. 

Perhaps above all, the j 
United States itself faces a j 
major internal debate about j 
just what it means by East- ; 


West detente, and how far 
and how fast it should go in 
curbing arms, and doing 
business, with the world’s 
second superpower, the So- 
viet Union. 

By meeting first yesterday 
with Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger, before 
presidential power was 
passed to him. Ford symboli- 
cally registered Ms esteem 
for Kissinger and his reli- 
ance on the secretary for 
continuity in the conduct of 
American foreign poliey. 

As Vice President, Ford ex- 
tolled Kissinger as “the 
greatest Secretary of State 
in our history,” indicating 
that he will rely on him 
heavily. 

Their highly-publicized 
meeting yesterday produced 
the expected declaration 
from Mr. Ford that he enjoys 
working with Secretary Kis- 
singer and has supported 
the foreign policy carried 



out by Kissinger, a prelude 
to the formal announcement 
that he will retain Kissinger 
as Secretary of State. 

Allies and adversaries will 
search, however, beyond the 
Ford-Kissinger relationship, 
for the qualities, debits and 
credits, that Ford personally 
will bring to the control of 
American policy, which can 
never be totally delegated to 
any subordinate. 

This record is extremely 
sparse in supplying any 
clues about Ford’s ndegen- 
dent approach to world is- 
sues, beyond his constant 
support of Nixon adminis- 
tration policies. 

The most persistent 
theme in Ford’s voting rec- 
ord in Congress, and in his 
statements as congressman 
or vice president, that indi- 
cates any special emphasis 
is on maintenance of strong 
American military power. 
TMs record is being cited 
■with disquiet by organiza- 



